Route description
Enjoy the birdlife of this park following surfaced
paths, which include a few steps and some hills.

Distance
1.5 miles 2.4 km.

Average Time
45 - 50 mins.

Access
By bus - Metro Services: 1A-H, 61 Cavehill Road.

By car - No parking in the park. Main pedestrian
access from Cavehill and Antrim Roads.




Playground History

The two ponds were
constructed in the 1840s
by engineer William Dargan
to provide water for Belfast.
The ponds were fed (and
still are) by the Milewater
Stream from Carr’s Glen.
The reservoirs, however,
only served as a water
supply for about twenty
years. After that the site,
then owned by the Water
Commissioners, was used
for recreation.

Band concerts and
spectacular aquatic
fireworks displays were
staged, and throughout the
first half of the 20th century
rowing, diving, bathing and
angling were all popular.
The Waterworks was
officially opened as a
public park by Belfast
Corporation in 1956.

Look out for

¢ yellow water lilies in summer by the edge of the upper pond.
e excellent views of Cave Hill and Belfast.
e great-crested grebes in wintertime.






