Refreshments

Route description

A walk through the woodland and parkland of the
Belfast Castle Estate on mainly gravel paths with
some steep hills.

Distance
2.4 miles 3.9 km.

Average Time
1 hr-1 hr 10 mins.

Access
By bus - Metro Services: 1A-1H (Mon-Sat) 1C-1E
or 1H (Sun).

By car - Car park at Belfast Castle, signposted
from Antrim Road.

The Cellar Restaurant Belfast Castle; Monday-Saturday:- closed on Monday nights
Lunch 12pm - 3pm, Early Evening Meal 5pm - 6.45pm, Dinner 7pm — 9pm
Snacks and light refreshments available 11am - 5pm
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Look out for

e rabbits on the lower grassy slopes of the estate.

History

The estate lands at Belfast
Castle, once known as the
Deerpark, were owned by
the Donegall family. In the
late 1860s, the Donegalls
decided to build a new
home, the current castle,
on the slopes below Cave
Hill.

After the building was
finished the estate was
planted out with trees. All
of today’s woodland in
Belfast Castle Estate dates
from the late nineteenth
century. It contains a mix of
broadleaved and conifer
species. About half the
trees were elms, which in
recent years have
succumbed to Dutch elm
disease.

* views over the city and beyond, especially from the later stages of the trail.

e woodland flowers in spring, and fungi in autumn.

For more information see the Belfast Castle and Cave Hill Country Park leaflets.






